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man and a woman. If activist judges insist 
on redefining marriage by court order, the 
only alternative will be the constitutional 
process. We must do what is legally necessary 
to defend the sanctity of marriage.

Statement on Representative 
W.J. Tauzin’s Decision Not To Seek 
Reelection 
February 4, 2004

Billy Tauzin has always been a friend to 
American consumers and seniors as chairman 
of the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. He is a strong leader and a good 
friend, and we will miss his experience and 
sense of humor. Laura and I wish Billy and 
Cecile the best.

Executive Order 13327—Federal 
Real Property Asset Management 
February 4, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
121(a) of title 40, United States Code, and 
in order to promote the efficient and eco-
nomical use of Federal real property re-
sources in accordance with their value as na-
tional assets and in the best interests of the 
Nation, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the 
United States to promote the efficient and 
economical use of America’s real property as-
sets and to assure management account-
ability for implementing Federal real prop-
erty management reforms. Based on this pol-
icy, executive branch departments and agen-
cies shall recognize the importance of real 
property resources through increased man-
agement attention, the establishment of clear 
goals and objectives, improved policies and 
levels of accountability, and other appro-
priate action. 

Sec. 2. Definition and Scope. (a) For the 
purpose of this executive order, Federal real 
property is defined as any real property 
owned, leased, or otherwise managed by the 
Federal Government, both within and out-
side the United States, and improvements on 

Federal lands. For the purpose of this order, 
Federal real property shall exclude: interests 
in real property assets that have been dis-
posed of for public benefit purposes pursuant 
to section 484 of title 40, United States Code, 
and are now held in private ownership; land 
easements or rights-of-way held by the Fed-
eral Government; public domain land (in-
cluding lands withdrawn for military pur-
poses) or land reserved or dedicated for na-
tional forest, national park, or national wild-
life refuge purposes except for improvements 
on those lands; land held in trust or restricted 
fee status for individual Indians or Indian 
tribes; and land and interests in land that are 
withheld from the scope of this order by 
agency heads for reasons of national security, 
foreign policy, or public safety. 

(b) This order shall not be interpreted to 
supersede any existing authority under law 
or by executive order for real property asset 
management, with the exception of the rev-
ocation of Executive Order 12512 of April 
29, 1985, in section 8 of this order. 

Sec. 3. Establishment and Responsibilities 
of Agency Senior Real Property Officer. (a) 
The heads of all executive branch depart-
ments and agencies cited in sections 
901(b)(1) and (b)(2) of title 31, United States 
Code, and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, shall designate among their senior man-
agement officials, a Senior Real Property Of-
ficer. Such officer shall have the education, 
training, and experience required to admin-
ister the necessary functions of the position 
for the particular agency. 

(b) The Senior Real Property Officer shall 
develop and implement an agency asset man-
agement planning process that meets the 
form, content, and other requirements estab-
lished by the Federal Real Property Council 
established in section 4 of this order. The 
initial agency asset management plan will be 
submitted to the Office of Management and 
Budget on a date determined by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 
In developing this plan, the Senior Real 
Property Officer shall: 

(i) identify and categorize all real 
property owned, leased, or otherwise 
managed by the agency, including, 
where applicable, those properties 
outside the United States in which the 
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